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THE MAGIc Is BACK! 


R.A. JONES - ROB DAVIS - OCTOBER 1992 
ADVENTURE ComIcSs 


MERLIN IS TRADEMARKED AND COPYRIGHT © 1992 R.A. JONES. ARTWORK ©1992 ROB DAVIS. 
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The Protectors are not what they 
seem! Somewhere is a hand guiding 
themt, forcing them to do its bidding. 
But it’s no ordinary hand, for it 
belongs to veteran writer R.A. 
Jones. Malibu caught up to R.A. 
in-between Protectors scripts and 
he was kind enough to field a few 
questions. So come along on a 
Journey into the depths of his mind 
and discover what really goes on 
behind the Protectors! 


Stacy Herring: What is it that 
draws you to the Protectors and 
keeps you coming back to your 
keyboard? 


R.A. Jones: One of the things that 
appealed to me from the very 
beginning is that the inspiration 
for them comes from the Golden 
Age of comics. In one way I’ve 
created all new characters, but in 
another way many of them are 
based on characters that were 
originally created in the late 
1930s and 1940s by men who are 
legends in our field. Men like Bill 
Everett, Jack Cole, and Carl 
Burgos and so forth. That’s part 
of the appeal in that I’m getting a 
chance to take the work of some 
of these greats and update them 
and revamp them, hopefully 
make them even better than they 
were the first time around. It 
gives you a sense of 
responsibility, too, because at the 
same time, you want to show 
respect for what they did and not 
totally alter what they’ve done. 
Another thing is that Chris 
Ulm and I worked closely 
together on it and the two 
spinoffs--one that was 
written by another writer. | was 
still allowed to have some input 
in it. I'll be consulted on 


Tet 


anything that has to do with the 
Protectors and their universe, 
and | like that idea. It’s going to 
make for real tight coordination 
between anything that we do. 
It’s really strange because in 
the years when | was writing 
reviews I created an image of 
myself as someone who didn’t 
like anything but super-heroes. 
But as a writer, except for one 
marginally super-hero type 
character, I’ve never written any 
straightforward super-hero 
books. This is the first time, and 
I'm having a lot of fun doing it. 


SH: Where would you like to take 
the story in the future? 


RAJ: There is almost unlimited 
potential as to what we can do 
with the book. I’ve left some 
things unresolved and 
unanswered in the first series 
that'll give us plenty of material 
to build on and expand on in the 


future. 

With the Protectors, 1 want to 
do a ‘90s book but retain certain 
elements from the past that I 
think were good. One of those 
elements is trying to keep the 
story down to a human level, at 
least for now. Super-hero comics 
have tended to become 
extremely large and cosmic in 
their scope. The heroes don’t 
seem to be doing their job unless 
they’re fighting some menace 
that threatens to destroy the 
entire universe or something. I 
would prefer to keep it scaled 
down to a more human level 
than that. That's one of the 
reasons I came up with the 
clause in their charter that 
doesn’t allow any of these heroes 
to Kill. With the trend towards 
grim and gritty that comics have 
now, we’ve lost a little bit of the 
nobility the heroes once had. 
Again, I'm working for a blend 
there, I want it to be as realistic 
as anything involving people in 
silly costumes can be, but at the 
same time keep some of the 
old-fashioned things that got lost 
in the shuffle somewhere along 
the way. 

In exploring that, I think there 
are all sorts of things we can do, 
That's part of the reason I set the 
series in Washington D.C., it'll 
lend itself well to the social and 
political issues if we want to, ina 
way that maybe other super-hero 
books wouldn't or couldn’t. 
We're not restricting it in any 
way, it'll be an all-out, 
slam-bang, super-hero 
super-villain slug fest that the 
fans like. 
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Stacy Herring: Tell me about the Arrow one-shot. What is it about, and what was your involvement in 
it? 

Roland Mann: I was the writer on that. Of course I talked to R.A. Jones, since the Arrow is one of 
the Protectors, and I talked to him quite a bit about what the Arrow would and wouldn’t do. 
R.A. sent me a lot of photocopies of the Arrow from the Golden Age days, and some of the 
history had a Dr. Sheldon as one of the Golden Age Arrow’s enemies. One of Chris’ [Ulm] 

musts for the plot was it had to have a female villain, so I decided to make Dr. Sheldon the 
villainess. R.A. decided Arrow couldn't fit in with the Protectors because of his abilities, because 
he shot arrows. What I tried to do with the one-shot was to focus on why he can’t, and his 
conflict with it, as well as that with Dr. Sheldon, his longtime enemy. 

SH: How does the Arrow fit in with the Protectors continuity? 

RM: Ideally, it should come out about the same time issue two does. If I’m not 

mistaken, the conversation between Man of War and the Arrow, and some of the events take 
place about issue number four of the Protectors. 

SH: You mentioned Man of War. Are there any other Protectors in this book? 

RM: No, just Man of War. 

SH: Anything else to add? 

RM: I said to Chris before, once they get the Protectors off the ground, I hope to do more on the 
Protectors world/ universe or even the Protectors themselves. I enjoyed working on it...I'm sort of 
working on another proposal. I’m not busting my buns on it, but I’m working on it. 
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HISTORY: Richard is the product of 
ip Reinhart's—the original | 
Nightmask-~brief and volatile marriage 
the former Erika Blaine. At the age 
, he became the object of a bitter 
highly publicized custody battle 
following the divorce of his po 


spen everal years womens around © 
Europe. Having grown up with his 
mother, his So his father * 
ained, 

Upon learning of the formation of the 

See. Richard petitioned President 
1 for a place on the roster. He 

mned a new costume, but adapted the 
‘same name as that used by his father 
when he was a masked Since 50 

ears ago. 


WERS: Like his father, Richacd 
einhart is possessed of no supranor- 
i wers | or abilities. Hei is a mod- 
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anne force is his deep 
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